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The Lebanese Council of Ministers endorsed the 
National Youth Policy on April 3rd, 2012.
The policy document includes a list of 137 policy 
recommendations the Lebanese government 
adopted to improve the lives of youth aged 
between 15 and 29. While endorsing the National 
Youth Policy shows government commitment 
towards youth issues, a full implementation of the 
policy has been hindered by the lack of adequate 
financing, needed legislations and a concrete 
action plan with monitoring mechanisms. 

Consequently, the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, in partnership with UNFPA and 
UNICEF commissioned Beyond Reform and 
Development to develop the following National 
Youth Action Plan, based on the National Youth 
Policy recommendations. Now that seven years 
have passed since the endorsement of the 
policy, and two years since the development 

The action plan translates 20 priority recommendations, that were chosen based on a participatory 
process into 179 interventions over a three-year period (2019-2021). These interventions cover the 
policy’s five priority sectors:

Ensure alignment amongst stakeholders 
working on youth issues, including public 
institutions, civil society organizations and 
donors;

Ensure coordination between different 
stakeholders;

Allow the MoYS to better follow-up on the 
implementation of projects addressing youth;

Fundraise for interventions addressing youth in 
Lebanon;

Allocate budgets according to youth priorities.

•

•

•

•

•

of the action plan started, we present the 
new government with the following document 
that provides the national youth policy with an 
operational framework to advance youth issues. 
This document’s importance resides in capacity to:

HealthDemographics 
and migration

Employment 
and economic 
participation

Social integration 
and political 
participation

Education
and culture
participation
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5 priority sectors

179 interventions 179 inte 17 engaged ministries and 
public institutions

20 priority recommendations 33 engaged stakeholders

3-year period

The action plan also determines 17 ministries 
and various public entities, civil society 
organizations, educational institutions, healthcare 
centers, municipalities and international NGOS 
as stakeholders and implementing entities for 
each of the interventions. It also includes a 

monitoring and evaluation framework addressing 
each of the recommendations and interventions. 
The next phase in the operationalization of the 
action plan would require a final approval from 
the Ministry of Youth and Sports, followed by the 
plan’s adoption by the council of ministers.
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The objectives of the National Youth Policy Action 
Plan are to:

The process for the action plan development consisted of the following steps:

Identify priority recommendations from the 
National Youth Policy for the next three years 
and suggest an action plan including relevant 
activities to be implemented 

• •

Desk 
Review

Priority 
Setting

Action Plan 
Development

M&E plan 
Development

Validation and 
Endorsement

Suggest tools and instruments to guide 
the process of collecting information and 
monitoring the implementation of the action 
plan

1. Methodology
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Various stakeholders were engaged in priority-setting, action plan development and validation. 
The following list shows the youth, governmental stakeholders and UN agencies who were engaged 
during the process.

. Ministry of youth and sports
  Youth parliamentary committee
. Ministry of education and higher 
  education
. Ministry of public health
. Ministry of social affairs
. Ministry of labor
. Ministry of economy and trade
. Ministry of interior and 
  municipalities 
. Ministry of finance
. Ministry of agriculture 
. Ministry of tourism
. Ministry of information
. Ministry of environment
. Ministry of industry 
. Lebanese university 
. Office ministry of women’s affairs
. National commission for Lebanese 
  women 

Ministries and 
Public Institutions . Youth forum

. Consultations with youth from 
  Beirut, Saida, Tripoli, Jbeil, Bekaa, 
  Akkar, Shouf and Nabatieh
. Student representatives from the 
  Lebanese University, AUB and USJ

. UNICEF

. UNFPA

. WHO

. World Bank

. UNHCR

. UNESCO

. UNDP

. UN Women

. UN HABITAT

. FAO

. ILO

. UNODC

Youth

UN Agencies

2. Action Plan Recommendations

The national youth policy action plan interventions all fall under the chosen 20 recommen-
dation areas, which are the following

To adopt and implement a strategy that 
aims at facilitating the movement of the 
youth from, to and within marginal areas at 
reasonable prices.

To modernize agricultural curricula and 
ensure that the youth have access to 
relevant training which ensures the 
increase of profitability of their work in the 
agricultural sector. 

To increase the employability of young 
men and women through the monitoring 
and evaluation of the labor market and its 
needs. 

To enhance the access of the youth to the 
academic and career orientation in schools, 
universities and technical institutes. 

To promote and in enhance the role of 

1.

2.

3.

4.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

5. National Employment Office in order to 
better prepare the young labor force for 
employment and to find job opportunities 
for all newly graduated young men and 
women. 

To leverage the capacity of youth with 
disabilities to access the labor market and 
mainly through the implementation of Law 
N° 220/2000.

To support the Student Unions in schools 
and universities and encourage them to 
hold elections regularly. 

To engage the youth and especially the 
women in decision making, to place 
politics at the level of local authorities 
and ministries, to encourage volunteering 
work and to allocate a percentage of the 
Municipalities and Ministries budgets to 
the youth. 

To promote the youth’s engagement in 
programs that aim at achieving social 
stability and limiting stereotypical 
behaviors and social discrimination. 

To enhance the Youth Advocacy Programs 
revolving around civil laws. 

To increase the possibility to access 
control and protection mechanisms and 
to protect individuals mainly women from 
harassment or sexual violence, and bear 
collective and individual responsibility to 
counter such phenomena. 

To lower the voting age to eighteen years 
old in the parliamentary and municipal 
elections.

To amend the educational curricula to 
address life needs and the labor market 
requirements, and to provide necessary 
vocational trainings. 

To rehabilitate the technical, vocational and 
training educational system and to ensure 
that the curricula provide young men and 
women with necessary skills.

To support scholarships and provide 
students with concessional loans.

To support a wide range of cultural 
activities, including the establishment of 
public libraries and facilitate the access to 
them mainly in rural or marginal areas. 

To integrate personal health subjects 
in the educational curricula, including 
reproductive, sexual and mental health.

To increase the possibility of all the youth 
to access high quality health care services 
at reasonable prices, including students 
in the educational institutions and college 
dropouts.

To increase the possibility to access health 
information through awareness and 
collective awareness campaigns and mainly 
those that focus on high-risk behaviors. 

To increase the awareness regarding the 
transfer of youth to a specialist for getting 
special services concerning all health, 
physical and psychological issues, in 
addition to high-risk behaviors.
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https://lebanon.unfpa.org/

@UNFPALebanon@UNICEFLebanon
UNICEF Lebanon

http://www.unicef.org/lebanon/http://www.minijes.gov.lb/
www.facebook.com/moysleb


